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Wisconsin Tribal Conservation Advisory Council Meeting Minutes 

Monday, August 5 and Tuesday, August 6, 2013 

LCO 

August 5
th

, 2013 

 

Meeting called to order at 1:09 pm by Pat Pelky. 

 

1. Roll Call 

Present:  Ho-Chunk (Randy Poelma, Tina Warner), Red Cliff (Gary Defoe Jr.), Oneida (Pat 

Pelky, Jeff Mears), Mole Lake (Tina Van Zile, Roman Ferdinand), Bad River (Lacey Hill), 

Menominee (Jennifer Hill-Kelley, Jeremy Pyatskowit), LCO (Brett McConnell), FCPC (Nate 

Guldan) 

 

A quorum is present. 

 

Others Present:  Jerry Thompson (WTCAC), Michael Vickerman (RENEW Wisconsin), Dylan 

Jennings (WTCAC Intern), Forrest Gauthier (WTCAC Intern), Peter Houle (WTCAC Intern), 

Charlie Thannum (WTCAC Intern), Allissa LaGrew (WTCAC Intern), Kelvina Lee (WTCAC 

Intern), Lexi Freeman (WTCAC Intern), Tim Deveau (APHIS-VS), Sheryl Shaw (APHIS-VS), 

Mike Conner (USFS), Deb Proctor (USFS), Mary Rasmussen (USFS), Chase Quam (WTCAC 

Intern), Tom Fredrickson (NRCS), JoAnn Cruse (APHIS-PPQ), Keith Sengbusch (WTCAC), 

Gary Haughn (NRCS), Lori Wells (RD), Jonathan Pyatskowit (INCA) 

 

2. Approval of Agenda 

Add USFS Northern Research Station to agenda. 

 

MOTION:  Motion to approve agenda with addition.  Motion by Menominee, seconded by Ho-

Chunk.  All ayes, zero opposed, motion carried. 

 

3. Approval of Minutes 

MOTION:  Motion to approve the May 8, 2013 WTCAC Meeting minutes.  Motion by 

Menominee, seconded by Red Cliff.  All ayes, zero opposed, motion carried. 

 

4. RENEW Wisconsin 

Presentation attached and information attached. 

 

5. USFS Northern Research Station 

Mole Lake has replaced a bunch of perched culverts and they were keeping their fingers crossed 

that black cedar, etc. would come back but it didn’t.  Roman encountered the USFS Northern 

Research Station in Rhinelander and they are working with them on the project to fix riparian 
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formerly forested wetlands.  They are also looking into biomass to see what trees they should 

plant, they also help with bioremediation.  The people from the research station would like to 

come and make a more in depth presentation to WTCAC.  There is potential to seek funds 

through them – see attachment 

 

6. Intern Presentations 

Kelvina Lee – APHIS Madison 

 

Lexi Freeman – APHIS Madison 

 

Dylan Jennings and Allissa LaGrew – Northern Great Lakes Visitor Center 

 

Forrest Gauthier – USFS – Watersmeet, Michigan 

 

Charles Thannum – Park Falls Civil Engineering USFS 

 

Pete Houle – Natural Resources Aid at Bad River, Red Cliff, and Ashland NRCS 

 

Chase Quam – NRCS Spooner  

 

Jerry only received a few training plans, he would really appreciate if the rest could sent them to 

him so he has documents for the students files.   

 

MOTION:  Motion to adjourn for the day. Motion by Menominee, seconded by LCO.  All ayes, 

zero opposed, motion carried. Meeting adjourned. 

 

August 6, 2013 

Meeting called to order at 8:07am by at Pelky. 

 

1. Roll Call 

Present:  FCPC (Nate Guldan), Menominee (Jennifer Hill-Kelley, Jeremy Pyatskowit), Oneida 

(Pat Pelky, Jeff Mears), Ho-Chunk (Randy Poelma, Tina Warner), Tony Havranek (St. Croix), 

Mole Lake (Tina Van Zile), Bad River (Lacey Hill), LCO (Brett McConnell), Red Cliff (Gary 

Defoe Jr., Nathan Gordon) 

 

A quorum is present. 

 

Others Present:  Dan Cornelius (IAC), Greg Yakle (NRCS), Allissa LaGrew (WTCAC Intern), 

Dylan Jennings (WTCAC Intern), Forrest Gauthier (WTCAC Intern), Charlie Thannum 

(WTCAC Intern), Peter Houle (WTCAC Intern), Chase Quam (WTCAC Intern), Lexi Freeman 
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(WTCAC Intern), Kelvina Lee (WTCAC Intern), Sheryl Shaw (APHIS-VS), Mike Conner 

(USFS), JoAnn Cruse (APHIS-PPQ), Mike Koehler (NRCS), Keith Sengbusch (WTCAC), Chris 

Borden (NRCS), Jimmy Bramblett (NRCS), Susan Hunter (FSA), Lori Wells (RD), Jonathan 

Pyatskowit (INCA), Paul Strong (NRCS), Jerry Thompson (WTCAC) 

 

2. NRCS Update 

Jimmy Bramblett – He has the new brochures.  They are working with local work groups 

through their normal delivery systems to talk about the projects they are hoping to pursue in 

2014.  They hope to have these meetings done by the end of September.   

 

Chris Borden – Passed a letter out from Jimmy to Pat Pelky on the technical recommendations 

(attached).  CSP – now is a good time to think of applying, Tony talked about St. Croix’s 

application – application wasn’t too bad.  They picked 2 enhancements.  Tech Recommendations 

No more caps on aquaculture practices – Practice 395 will be back to linear feet.  We need to 

start thinking about next year’s projects right now.  November 15
th

 will be application deadline. 

Back to flat rate for beaver dam removal. 

 

Kent retired; he did a lot of work of Tribal projects and aquaculture.  His replacement has been 

chosen, his first day is August 12.  He does have his engineering license and he has a significant 

amount of experience working with Tribes and aquaculture in Michigan.   

 

Jimmy – permits are a huge issue for NRCS in Wisconsin.  He asked for a staffing plan for their 

field offices to make sure they have the right people at the right places. 

 

One USDA Training – moving start time back to 1pm and moving training back to October 30 

and 31 to be held at Mole Lake. 

 

MOTION:  Motion to support the One USDA training.  Motion by Ho-Chunk, seconded by 

LCO.  All ayes, zero opposed, motion carried. 

 

NRCS needs updated Tribal Chairman and addresses.     

 

2
nd

 RTAC at the end of September this year, they want to hold it at Oneida again.   

 

Harmony Training – Training for new state conservationists – Red Cliff Primary site, Oneida 

back up. 

 

3. FSA Update 

Susan Hunter – Report attached. 
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4. APHIS Update 

JoAnn Cruse – EAB in forefront right now, EAB traps should be checked, peak or post 

emergence in all of Wisconsin right now.  EAB has been popping; each week new areas are 

finding EAB.  New quarantines include Sauk County, Dodge County and Jefferson County (not 

found there but in the counties to the north and south).  Another find in Fond du Lac County, was 

already quarantined but they hadn’t found a beetle.  Some suspects in Winnebago and Outagamie 

Counties.  They have been going out this year to look for wasps that feed on EAB in baseball 

fields.  The wasps go out about ½ mile from nest and carries EAB back to the nest hole and they 

drop it because it can’t get back in the hole.  There may be a project looking at sinking ash trees 

already.  Gypsy moth numbers a little lower this year but they are not done checking traps.   

 

Sheryl Shaw - They are on target for an October 1 implementation of their reorganization, the 

goal was costumer service, the biggest change will be 100% export from 8 Midwestern states.  

Dr. Deveau will continue to work with us on the things he has.  September 28 is National Rabies 

Day.  Dr. Deveau would like to sit down with Tribes and discuss how you would handle a 

potential of rabies exposures to a dog and then humans.   

 

5. RD Update 

Lori Wells – It has been a difficult year with the delay in getting funding.  They are down to 

about 82 employees in Wisconsin.  They are going through realignment and taking a look at how 

they can change program delivery and still provide their service to rural Wisconsin.  They are 

combining and regionalization administrative services.  20% of nationwide funding has to go to 

highest poverty areas, in Wisconsin they are looking at what the state’s goals are going to be, he 

really wants to focus on starting the One USDA approach in the northern part of the state.  A 

new thing to RD is the President’s Promise Zones Outreach Initiative.  This could be another 

avenue for focusing technical assistance and grant and loan funds into areas of greatest need.  

 

6. USFS Update 

Paul Strong – Landowners working together in collaborative projects.  

http://www.landscapestewardship.org/  

 

Mike Conner – State and Private Forestry of USFS – He is group leader for the Forest Health 

Program – directly responsible for insect and disease assistance to the Tribes.  We received a 

grant for interns from this program – Barb went to the DC office and was able to secure funding.  

This is great seed money for an intern program for next year, $32k.  We can apply for more 

grants in future years.  There is an RFP out again for this year (attached).  They do aerial survey 

maps every year – he would like to have a call with the Tribes and states.  There will be a call 

coming out for suppression type of funding as well.   

 

 

http://www.landscapestewardship.org/
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7. Wisconsin Tribal Caucus Report 

Roman talked about WTCAC being the Tribal Caucus for EPA.  Yesterday 7 tribes meet; they 

had a discussion about the format of the Wisconsin Tribal Caucus. They decided the group 

would work separately from WTCAC, they are writing a short task list and have meetings open 

to environmental department staff and hold meetings twice a year with conference calls in 

between.  If it relates to EPA, they will forward it up to RTOC if it relates to USDA they will 

funnel it through WTCAC. 

 

8. INCA Update 

Funding is running out, big push now is to figure out how to maintain all of their staff doing 

what they are doing.  There is a non-profit that helps non-profits that has been working with 

INCA.  A big thing is a portion of the funding needs to come from a foundation and get away 

from all grants.  Important to keep strategic plan updated – Where are we at on the task list?  

INCA has paid for memberships in a few different organizations; it has done a good job of 

keeping INCA informed on things such as the Farm Bill.  Getting Our Act Together on the Farm 

Bill – Producers, INCA, etc. 

 

9. WTCAC Internship Program 

USDA Pathways Program – it sounds like WTCAC’s agreement is about to be signed.  If any 

students are looking at applying to USDA directly for an internship this upcoming year, if we get 

this approved we are looking for a student or two that we can recommend to Lawrence Shorty 

for the program.  If supervisors feel you had an exceptional student this last year, write up a letter 

of recommendation to Lawrence Shorty and we will pass it on.   

 

2014 – Jerry wants the agencies to start thinking about positions that they would like WTCAC to 

hire for 2014, where, what, etc.  By October he would like to have as many of these positions 

identified as possible.   

 

10. 2013 Stewardship Report 

They are here.  Each agency can take 20 for now.  Each tribe should take 50 and Jerry will store 

the rest until we need more.  We published 1000 of them.   

 

11. IAC Update 

The IAC Conference is 9-12th of December at Flamingo in Las Vegas.  They are hoping to have 

a couple of scholarships for the region.  Mobile farmers market is chugging along, challenge of 

working across the whole region.  He has really been working with the project coordinator to get 

the schedules out as soon as they can. 

 

USFWS has Landscape Conservation Cooperatives – Upper Midwest and Great Lakes LCC – 

John Rogner. 
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Beginning Farmer Outreach Sessions – Some are scheduled right now – Dan will get ahold of 

Randy – If there is interest we could have a larger one to drawn in people from a large area or do 

a more localized one.   

 

12. Aquaculture Subcommittee Report 

Tony – Position paper was sent out – They had a meeting in St Croix on July 23.  Chris Borden, 

Tom Krapf or Matt Otto, Dean Sylla, 3 tribal liaisons (Michael Stinebrink, Sherrie, and Tom 

Fredrickson) are all on subcommittee.  Tribal reps are Tony, Randy Poelma, Tim, Chad Abel, 

Mike Preul, Brett, Don Reiter, Pat Pelky, and Larry W.  Resource concern issue is the biggest 

issue.   

 

13. Special Projects 

Gary Defoe Jr. - The final project report was handed out.  They are very pleased with how it 

turned out.    

 

MOTION:  Motion to approve payment of $19,725 to Red Cliff for their project titled “Access 

Improvement to Eagle Bay Beach for Tribal Members” pending submittal of match 

documentation to Jerry.  Motion by Mole Lake, seconded by Menominee.  All ayes, zero 

opposed, Red Cliff abstains, motion carried. 

 

LCO is in the process of finalizing their project on the raceways.   Brett will have a final report at 

October meeting.  

 

14. WTCAC Procurement Procedures 

Handed out procurement procedures – attach – get comments back to Jerry by September 15
th

, he 

will email out the electronic version.   

 

MOTION:  Motion to request a 0% loan from Oneida in the amount of $15,000 to be paid back 

by December 31, 2014.  Motion by FCPC, seconded by Mole Lake.  All ayes, zero opposed, 

motion carried. 

 

15. Website 

Things to add: 

- Jerry’s contact info 

- Upcoming Meetings 

- Hyperlink on email addresses 

- Asterick for main members 

- Jean Buffalo caption on home page 

 

16. Bank Accounts 

Citizens Bank account is closed.  All remaining funds were moved to Associated Bank in 

Hayward.  We had to open up a second account (savings account) as some GLRI staff have child 

support that has to be paid.   
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17. Budget and Grant Reports 

The handout from Jerry is attached. 

 

MOTION:  Motion from Jerry to conduct an independent audit.  Motion by Bad River, 

seconded by LCO.  All ayes, zero opposed, motion carried. 

 

Jerry will put out a request for funds from the GLRI to cover excess hours he is going to need.  

He needs about $24k. 

 

New APHIS Grant – He has a signed pre-award letter approving costs for him to go to Kentucky.  

This grant also has 3 WTCAC meetings in it to provide oversight.   

 

MOTION:  Motion from for either Pat or Jerry to sign the grant agreement for the new APHIS 

Planning Grant for $100,000.  Motion by FCPC, seconded by Ho-Chunk.  All ayes, zero 

opposed, motion carried. 

 

MOTION:  Motion to give Jerry the authority to sign the USFS Grant for WTCAC Interns for 

2014 and/or 2015 for $32,000 which requires a 1-1 match.  Motion by FCPC, seconded by 

Menominee.  All ayes, zero opposed, motion carried. 

 

AmeriCorps Planning Grant – they gave us the match waiver.  She called him Friday, she was 

supposed to call Monday, but she didn’t.  They are scheduled to talk tomorrow morning at 8:30.   

This grant is for Tribes that what to do community gardens, in particular, aquaponics.  Most of 

the funds go to Keith to work on this. 

 

MOTION:  Motion for either Pat or Jerry to sign the grant agreement with AmeriCorps.  Motion 

by FCPC, seconded by Ho-Chunk.  All ayes, zero opposed, motion carried. 

 

Jimmy told us that he found money to get to us through an agreement and he has some specific 

ideas.  We would need some type of specific deliverables e.g. continuing the development of 

aquaculture standards which could lead into aquaponics etc.  Having Keith on as WTCAC’s 

engineer was also discussed.   He also wanted to keep the meetings going.  Chris – We need to 

develop an agreement and one of the primary goals was to continue to support assistance from 

Keith.  He mentioned two specific headings 1) Facilitating our work when it came to making 

aquaculture and aquaponics into USDA programs 2) Also work regarding training for state 

conservationist training in Red Cliff into agreement.  

 

Once the funding is figured out, Chris should work with a subcommittee from WTCAC to work 

on the agreement.  Jimmy would like it to be a 2 year agreement.  He wants the agreement 

finalized in the next 3 weeks.  Jerry and Keith will figure out how much time he can spend on 

this.   

 

First priority would be meeting funds and subcommittees, 2
nd

 would be Keith and Randy. 
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Nate will look at old agreements. 

 

MOTION:  Motion for Jerry and Keith to travel to Washington DC to attend the AmeriCorps 

Planning Training.  Motion by FCPC, seconded by Menominee.  All ayes, zero opposed, motion 

carried. 

 

18. Next Meeting 

The next meeting is scheduled for October 1 at FCPC. 

 

 

 

MOTION:  Motion to adjourn. Motion by FCPC, seconded by Menominee.  All ayes, zero 

opposed, motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 3:48 pm. 

 

 

 

EMAIL MINUTES 9/12/2013 

MOTION:  Motion to accept the grant award from NRCS with the following deliverables 1) 

Coordinate WTCAC meetings to further promote government to government relationships with 

the USDA agencies and 20 Provide technical assistance to NRCS and the Tribes for EQIP and 

CSP and the development of new technical practices in the amount of $40,000.  Motion by Ho-

Chunk, seconded by Stockbridge-Munsee.  Six ayes (FCPC, Mole Lake, Lac du Flambeau, 

Menominee, Stockbridge-Munsee, Red Cliff), zero opposed, motion carried. 
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