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Wisconsin Tribal Conservation Advisory Council Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, January 22, 2013 

Bad River 
 
Meeting called to order at 9:15 by Pat Pelky. 
 
1. Roll Call 
Present:  FCPC (Nate Guldan), Ho-Chunk (Randy Poelma on phone), LCO (Brett 
McConnell), Menominee (Jeremy Pyatskowit), Mole Lake (Tina Van Zile), Oneida (Pat 
Pelky), Red Cliff (Nathan Gordon, Chad Abel, Gary Defoe Jr.), St Croix (Katie Stariha), 
Bad River (Cyrus Hester).   
 
A quorum is present. 
 
Others Present:  Tom Fredrickson (NRCS), Chris Borden (NRCS), Tom Melnarik 
(NRCS), Keith Sengbusch (WTCAC), Randy Gilbertson (WTCAC), Linda Sunde 
(CNCS), Greg Yakle (NRCS), Paul Johnson (NRCS), Gary Haughn (NRCS) 
 
2. Approval of Agenda 
There were requests to add Lead Awareness and Next Meeting to the agenda. 
 
MOTION:  Motion to approve agenda with additions.  Motion by Menominee, seconded 
by Mole Lake.  All ayes, zero opposed, motion carried. 
 
3. Approval of Minutes 
MOTION:  Motion to approve the December 18, 2012 WTCAC meeting minutes.  
Motion by Menominee, seconded by St. Croix.  All in favor, zero opposed, motion 
carried. 
 
4. VISTA Project 
Linda Sunde (handout attached) – She presented a PowerPoint on the Red Cliff Farm 
Project.  First reaction was we are not farmer’s, we don’t do this.  It took time for people 
to support it.  Plant giveaways are a big community event.  Lots of different fruits and 
vegetables are made available.  They teach how to cook different vegetables, how to 
stake tomatoes, how to grow potatoes, etc.  Plants from green houses are given away or 
planted on the farm.  They have a huge class with Extension on canning, preserving, and 
dehydrating the fruits and vegetables.  Some federal funds allow you to use funds for 
VISTA match, some don’t.  Not tradition match, it is a cost share.  She can send us 
examples of successful applications.  Projects are usually over 3 years maybe 4.  You 
could have same employees each year or have new ones every year.  Other things they 
could assist with include economic development, education (see handout from last 
meeting), unmet needs of veterans and families of deployed military personnel.  Still 
need poverty link.   
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5. Lead Awareness 
Dan King from Oneida, he is their safety coordinator.  In 1978, lead was banned but that 
doesn’t mean it isn’t still around.  Through this program he has been going around to 
Tribes to get them involved with the lead program. Recently this last spring the CDC 
level for kids was 0.10 µm in blood, they just lowered it to 0.06 µm.  If in field and you 
come across old outbuildings, barns, etc. they could have lead paint.   You could easily 
contaminate your house by bringing this home.  A lot of issues with children today can 
actually be from a high concentration of lead.  They are hitting the families, Tribal 
homes, etc. but they have not been hitting the workers.   
 
6. Website 
One Prospect Technologies (an FCPC owned company) will work on the website at no 
cost and Dani Fatla (Nate’s Administrative Assistant) will maintain it with help from 
Bryon Black (with One Prospect).  Send Nate thoughts on the website anytime. 
 
7. Forest Resource Coordinating Committee 
Al Murray, FCPC Forester, was appointed to the Forest Resource Coordinating 
Committee (FRCC, appointment letter attached).  The FRCC is composed of 20 voting 
members and the Chief of the Forest Service is the Chairperson of the Committee.  Al 
will come to a future WTCAC meeting. 
 
8. Review of EQIP Process and Timelines 
Greg Yakle –The EQIP process has changed in the last year as it went to a regional 
approach to establish scenarios, payment rates, etc.   They have to have everything in the 
system by February 22.  We will need to approve the projects today.  WTCAC’s set aside 
has been increased from $440,000 to $500,000, but we likely have much more in projects 
than this.  It appears that EQIP sign ups have been categorized as light to moderate this 
year.   
 
9. Summary of Discussion with Chris Borden 
Randy Gilbertson and Keith Sengbusch (hand out attached) - The handout has already 
changed.  The aquaculture practices have been changing quite a bit.  There was an issue 
that started last summer with Mole Lake as an NRCS staff changed the design as they 
were actually building it.  The changes that were made were not in the NRCS standard.  
This has been resolved for future projects.  The cost share is based on the permanent pool 
elevation so by moving that up and down the funding rate changed up and down.  Lining 
payment rate was based on area, then NRCS put a $30,000 limit on the project and they 
expressed their concerns so they doubled the limit to $60,000 for project for the lining.  
The most recent guidance they got from Greg Rebman was that a Forest Stand 
Improvement should be done within 5 years of access road improvement.  For example, 
schedule access road 1 year and then FSI 4 years later.  Not in contract, but in 
conservation plan to do FSI.  The contract would need to run for 2 or 3 years after access 
road to make sure the FSI is completed before the contract ends.   
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10. Tribal EQIP Proposals 
The spreadsheet of 2013 Tribal EQIP Proposals is attached. The total 2013 Tribal EQIP 
request was $1,032,717.57 with High Priority given to $497,812.13 worth of projects and 
Low Priority given to $534,905.44 worth of projects.   
 
MOTION:  Motion to approve the rankings of the 2013 Tribal EQIP Proposals.  Motion 
by Bad River, seconded by Menominee.  All in favor, zero opposed, motion carried. 
 
11. Technical Recommendations 
Keith, Randy, and Chris will discuss this more in depth at the February meeting.   

1) Access Road/Trails and Landing Issues 
2) Endangered Species Issue with Trust versus Fee Lands  
3) Fish Crib Practice 
4) Weeds not on DNR website (ok to have in an Herbaceous Weed Management 

Control Plan) 
5) Who is qualified to write special use plans, existing plans good? 
6) HWC we need something for hand pulling that is reasonable 
7) Aquatic organism passage – numbers seemed low 
8) Phragmites scenario 
9) Discussion on resource concerns for aquaculture pond 
10) Regulation, internal policy, interpretation for denials, would like it in writing 
11) Do Tribes do different things in FSI that really are FSI but aren’t thought of in 

that way? 
12) How the Tribes view land use activities and management which might be 

different than a commercial farm.  Traditional activities that are occurring are 
legitimate activities for the Tribes. 

13) Other woody debris for stabilizing banks 
14) Stream habitat restoration – it is measured in acres and it should be in feet 
15) Aquaponics 

 
12. GLRI Grant 
Randy got proposals from everyone except Stockbridge-Munsee.  He is working on the 
QAPP and will hopefully be done soon.  Randy found out that we can have herbicide 
training through Extension at no cost.  Tom Melnarik – FISTA on chainsaw training and 
it is $1200 for an 8 hour day for each trainer up to 12 people and $100 per person for 
more people.   
 
13. Bank Changes Discussion 
 
MOTION:  Motion to the Treasurer decide the new bank to go through.  Motion by 
FCPC, seconded by Menominee.  All in favor, zero opposed, LCO abstains, motion 
carried. 
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14. Next Meeting 
Jerry should see if Jimmy Bramblett could come to Mole Lake on February 21 for a 
WTCAC meeting, if not we will meet in Madison. 
 
 
MOTION:  Motion to adjourn. Motion by LCO, seconded by Red Cliff.  All ayes, zero 
opposed, motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 2:42 pm. 
 
 
ACTION ITEMS 

1) Linda Sunde can send us examples of successful VISTA applications. 
2) Send Nate thoughts on the website anytime. 
3) Did Randy get the GLRI Proposal from Stockbridge-Munsee? 

 
 
 
EMAIL MINUTES 1/9/2013 
 
MOTION:  Motion to approve Randy to travel to Oklahoma the week of March 4th to 
attend and present at the USDA/Tribal Training session in Shawnee, Oklahoma and to 
approve Keith to travel to Arizona the week of March 18th to attend and present at the 
USDA/Tribal Training session in Prescott, Arizona.  Motion by Menominee, seconded by 
FCPC.  Seven ayes (Menominee, Ho-Chunk, LCO, Stockbridge-Munsee, Mole Lake, 
FCPC, St. Croix), zero opposed, motion carried. 
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2013 WTCAC EQIP Projects
TRIBE Project/Practice/Scenario Cost WTCAC Priority

Bad River

Well Abandonment $3,316.74 High

Herbaceous Weed Control $4,309.08 High

Access Rd $26,400.00 Low

$34,025.82

FCPC Wetland Wlidlife Habitat Management $3,394.00 Low

Upland Wildlife Habitat Management $891.00 High

Access Rd $55,131.00 High

Stream Crossings $3,206.00 High

Forest Stand Improvement $11,253.00 Low

$73,875.00

LCO Forest Stand Improvement $42,595.00 High

Wild Rice Seeding $2,402.65 High

$44,997.65

Lac du Flambeau Forest Stand Improvement 1 $85,190.40 High

Forest Stand Improvement 2 $67,886.60 Low

Wood Duck Boxes $797.00 High

Aquaculture Ponds $100,000.00 Low

Pond Liner $60,000.00 Low

Water Control $96,345.90 Low

Pipeline $11,408.02 Low

Underground Out $15,996.50 Low

Heavy Use $2,325.00 Low

Access Rd $4,725.50 Low

Critical Area Planting $721.56 Low

$445,396.48

Menominee Herbaceous Weed Control 1 $72,356.64 High

Herbaceous Weed Control 2 $72,356.64 Low

Access Rd $1,091.25 High

Obstruction removal $925.68 Low

Livestock Pipeline $19,604.00 Low

Undergound Outlet $14,414.40 Low

$180,748.61

Oneida Grazing 1 $27,148.64 Low

Grazing 2 $31,775.23 High

Grazing 3 $42,709.22 High

$101,633.09

Red Cliff Runoff Control and CAP $4,198.82 High 

Grade Stabilization $32,382.82 High

Boat Ramp $18,905.00 High

Access Rd and Stream Crossing $18,621.60 High

Bank Stablization on Red Cliff Creek $2,706.25 High

Blockage Removal $3,043.99 High

$79,858.48



St. Croix Forestry CAP with residue $11,765.03 High

Forestry CAP 2 $1,690.88 High

Forestry CAP 3 $1,105.58 High

Tree Plantings $16,219.95 High

$30,781.44

Mole Lake Critical Area Planting $190.00 High

Forest Stand Improvement $41,211.00 High

$41,401.00

OVERALL TOTAL $1,032,717.57

High Priority $497,812.13

Low Priority $534,905.44
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